300                             APPENDICES
so good that it has become the model school for the whole district.
Research workers have found that improved economic conditions
render these small backward groups as capable and as intelligent as
the European Russians. When the syllabuses for the schools in the
backward regions were first drawn up, they were allowed an extra
year for completion. It has now been found that generally this is
unnecessary, and the syllabus, allowing for variations due to local
conditions, is the same for everyone. The psychological research that
has been going on has found no support for the theory of a hereditary
inferiority of mentality among native races. The Director of the
psychology department was very emphatic about this. He insisted
that racial intellectual inferiority is the result of inferior economic
conditions. He gave me many instances of the extraordinary improve-
ment in school work after only a few years.
Some of the most fruitful and important activities of the National
Minorities' Institute in Moscow are the periodic expeditions to various
distant parts of the Union. Sometimes they are sent at the request of
the local education authority, sometimes the initiative comes from
the institute. Such an expedition was sent to Karaganda, in Kazak-
stan, in 1932. It collected a wealth of material on the educational and
social conditions of the locality. The work was very thorough, and
the research workers were not sparing in criticism. The existing
educational conditions left much to be desired in respect of school
buildings, staffing, and equipment. The constructive side of the work
took the form of meetings and conferences with the local teachers,
education authorities, and social organisations. Finally, on its return
the expedition drew up a report which has already been published.
This report, which includes suggestions as well as criticism, will be a
very effective way of improving conditions in Karaganda. The whole
of the U.S.S.R. now knows its shortcomings, and it will put forth
great efforts to remove the stigma of backwardness from its name.
Two expeditions were sent in April 1933 for similar work in Tadjhi-
kistan. The institute receives requests from minority education
authorities for help of all kinds. It was asked by Kirghiz to organise
an education exhibition. Others request help with textbooks. In
the institute itself, post-graduates and professors work on the in-
numerable problems connected with education of national minori-
ties; language, curricula, textbooks, art, child psychology, methods
of teaching, particularly language teaching and the training of
educationists for administrative and teaching work. When post-
graduates have finished their course, they usually return to their own
district, to become lecturers ia technicums or institutes. Directors of